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Semester 2 2019

From the President

A new network to be born!
The Professional Teachers’ Council NSW has been approached  
by NESA to establish “HALT Network NSW”. 

The aim of this new network is to provide a point of reference and 
combined voice for all accredited Highly Accomplished and Lead 
Teachers and those currently in the process of application. An 
initial meeting of cross sectoral HALT teachers was held to discuss 
the concept of a network, what it might look like and some of the 
ideas around its function. The conversation was overwhelmingly 
positive! Over the coming months the HALT Network NSW will 
begin to be formalised with a launch set for late September 2019. 
PTC NSW will manage the establishment of the network with 
on-going administration to enable the network to flourish. NESA 
will also contribute expertise via PTC NSW to enable access to 
relevant and current information for HALT members.

Establishment of a HALT network will also provide a supportive 
platform for all PTC NSW member associations who are currently, 
or are in the process of, planning specific initiatives for their 
growing number of HALT members. A dedicated HALT network 
web-based space will be created via the PTC NSW website. As 
the network develops member associations and all HALTs will be 
informed of the progress. Exciting times for a new network to be 
born!

Member Benefits
PTC NSW Member Services continues to develop its capacity 
to support member associations. An in house Website Support 
Division has been added following requests for support from 
members. Our new initiative provides cost effective access to 
web design, related graphic design, website rebuilds and ongoing 
maintenance. 

The services is available to all member associations and ensures 
your digital presence is always fresh and up to date. Since we 
began this initiative earlier in the year we have six member 
associations currently utilising the service.
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Building capacity to support teacher quality

Melbourne Declaration
PTC NSW attended the Sydney session on The Review of the Melbourne 
Declaration.

Education ministers are committed to developing a contemporary national 
declaration on educational goals for all Australians that will guide national 
collaborative efforts over the coming years. Education ministers agree that much 
of the content of the Melbourne Declaration is still relevant and supported by 
stakeholders. On this basis, the intent of a contemporary declaration will remain 
the same, as it is supported by the majority of the public submissions received 
as part of the consultation process. Submissions acknowledged the importance 
of high-quality data on the performance of students and schools for the 
reasons outlined in the Melbourne Declaration. Many submissions advocated 
for measuring and tracking of progress towards clear pre-defined goals and 
actions, not linked to school accountability (e.g. no increased accountability 
requirements on schools). Of those submissions that talked about measuring 
and tracking, most encouraged collaboration to coordinate projects and 
reduce duplication of data. Some submissions suggested wellbeing and social 
indicators should be included in measurement and tracking. 

During the Sydney session a number of workshops were run across the three 
hours for a wide cross section of stakeholders.

For one of the sessions all stakeholders were invited to add comments across 
the emerging areas:

• TOPIC 1:  Lifelong learning: including transitions and pathways (formal and 
informal) to higher education, work and training through whole of 
life. 

• TOPIC 2:  Early childhood education: a focus on reducing inequity and 
learning disadvantages in early years 

• TOPIC 3:  Skills for the future: fostering STEM, creativity, critical thinking, 
adaptive skills and teamwork 

• TOPIC 4:  Wellbeing, culture and social participation in education: fostering 
holistic education.

https://www.reviewmelbournedeclaration.edu.au/
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Building capacity to support teacher quality

PTC NSW Auburn Venue
Member associations are enjoying the use of the PTC NSW Auburn 
education and services centre. Board and committee meetings, 
Saturday workshops, training sessions or large auditorium events 
for 120 participants, are some of the uses so far this year. Attached 
via the link is our new Education and Services Centre – Features 
and Benefits booklet outlining the range of services available 
to member associations, as well as the advantages of using our 
training and education venue at Auburn. For bookings please utilise 
the new online booking system via this LINK.

Semester Two PL member events
The Semester 2 Calendar – Professional Learning Events for 
Teachers features a wide array of member association events. 
A link to the downloadable PDF of the calendar was sent to all 
schools, across all education sectors in NSW at the beginning of 
the semester. 

Click on the cover image to access the calendar or visit the PTC 
NSW website where coming association events are featured on the 
Homepage.

All members are reminded to provide PTC NSW with information 
about their planned PL events for each semester calendar – keep 
an eye out for the reminders! 

PTC NSW Annual Presentation Evening
Following the successful move to a February event our 2019 Awards Evening will be held on 
Wednesday 19 February 2020. Lock the date in your calendars now! Details of the venue and 
times will be made available shortly. 

Applications for the PTC NSW prestigious awards 
are open via the link provided or from the PTC NSW 
website, with all applications closing Wednesday  
16 October 2019 at 5.00pm. Applications for the 
NSW Education Ministers Association of the Year 
Award and criteria will be sent to all member 
associations shortly! 

Regards,

Dr Denis Mootz
President, Professional Teachers’ Council NSW

https://www.ptc.nsw.edu.au/ptc-nsw-venue-booking/
https://www.ptc.nsw.edu.au/ptc-nsw-education-and-services-centre/
https://www.ptc.nsw.edu.au/ptc-nsw-professional-learning-calendar/
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