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Media Release

Celebration of Excellence
The Professional Teachers’ Council NSW proudly joins the global celebration of World Teachers’ Day, 
honouring the dedication, professionalism, and enduring impact of teachers across New South Wales.

On Friday, 31 October 2025, communities throughout the state will come together to thank teachers for 
their commitment to shaping futures, inspiring young minds, and strengthening the quality of education in 
every classroom.

As President of the Professional Teachers’ Council NSW, Karen Yager proudly acknowledges the tireless 
efforts of educators who continue to adapt, innovate, and lead learning through changing times.

“World Teachers’ Day reminds us that every great achievement begins with a teacher. From early learning 
through to higher education, our educators serve with passion, resilience, and an unwavering dedication 
to helping students thrive. On behalf of the Professional Teachers’ Council NSW, we extend our deepest 
gratitude to all teachers who enrich the lives of their students and strengthen our communities.”

The Honourable Courtney Houssos MLC, Acting Minister for Education and Early Learning, also 
expressed her appreciation:

“Teachers are the backbone of our education system and play a vital role in shaping the leaders of tomorrow. 
As we celebrate World Teachers’ Day, we recognise and thank all teachers in NSW for their unwavering 
dedication to providing high-quality education and supporting the diverse needs of our students.”

The Council also acknowledges its valued member associations, whose collaboration enhances teacher 
professional development and advocacy across the state. Together, these associations amplify the voice 
of educators and celebrate the teaching profession’s vital contribution.

This year’s celebration focuses attention to the essential role of teachers in building an inclusive, equitable, 
and high-quality education system for all learners.

As the collective voice of NSW’s professional teaching associations, the Professional Teachers’ Council 
NSW reaffirms its commitment to supporting teachers’ professional growth, advocating for recognition, 
and promoting collaboration across the education sector.

In New South Wales, volunteers play a pivotal role in professional teacher associations, supported by the 
Peak Body the Professional Teachers’ Council NSW (PTC NSW). These volunteers contribute their time 
and expertise to enhance the professional development of educators, offering valuable resources and 
opportunities for collaboration. Through workshops, seminars, and networking events, volunteers help 
create a supportive environment where teachers can share best practices and learn from one another. 
This collective effort not only enriches the teaching experience but also promotes a culture of continuous 
improvement within the profession. 
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Moreover, professional teacher association volunteers are instrumental in advocating for the needs of 
teachers. Via PTC NSW, member associations engage in policy discussions, providing insights that help 
shape educational reforms and ensure that teachers’ voices are heard at all levels of decision-making. 
This advocacy work is essential for addressing the challenges faced by educators, from workload issues 
to professional recognition. By rallying together, these volunteers strengthen the teaching profession 
in NSW, ultimately benefiting both teachers and students by fostering a more effective and supportive 
educational environment.

PTC NSW IELA awards acknowledge the outstanding professional contribution to education made by 
teachers through Professional Teaching Associations across all sectors and systems of NSW.

The Professional Teachers’ Council NSW is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2025 awards.

Excellence in Educational Research Award 
Association Recipient
Geography Teachers Association NSW & ACT Dr Susan Caldis

Visual Arts and Design Educators Association NSW Dr Karen Maras

Innovation Excellence Award 
Association Recipient
English Teachers Association NSW Karen Yager

Geography Teachers Association NSW & ACT Lorraine Chaffer

Geography Teachers Association NSW & ACT Louise Swanson

Legal Studies Association of NSW Natasha Isbel

Society and Culture Association of NSW Maxine Johnson

Visual Arts and Design Educators Association NSW Helen Yip

Member Engagement Award 
Association Recipient
Geography Teachers Association NSW & ACT Matt Carroll 

History Teachers Association NSW Dr Greg Keith

Legal Studies Association of NSW Rachel Taylor

Modern Language Teachers Association NSW Canan Korkut

Orff-Schulwerk Association of NSW Melinda Bryant

Outstanding Beginning Teacher Award 
Association Recipient
Dance Educators Professional Association of NSW Charlotte Pond

Dance Educators Professional Association of NSW Lucinda Pond

Dance Educators Professional Association of NSW Caitlin Ragusa

English Teachers Association NSW Mary Ali

Legal Studies Association of NSW Diega La Grassa

Orff-Schulwerk Association of NSW Cameron Burgess

Visual Arts and Design Educators Association NSW Hannah White
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Outstanding Professional Service Award 
Association Recipient
Australian Council for Health, Physical Education and Recreation NSW Jodie Wilks

Australian Society for Music Education NSW Luke Chapman

Economics and Business Educators NSW Chantal Young

Educators of Deaf Students Association NSW Penelope Ward

English Teachers Association NSW Robin Riedstra

Geography Teachers Association NSW & ACT Stephanie Boden

Geography Teachers Association NSW & ACT Kieran Bonin

Gifted and Talented Secondary Teachers Association Rachele Rugiero

Highly Accomplished and Lead Teachers Association NSW Amber Fuller

History Teachers Association NSW Elyse Read

ICT Educators Brian Host

Legal Studies Association of NSW Anthony Stone

Marine Teachers Association of NSW Kate Herwig

Modern Language Teachers Association NSW Miyako Matsui

Philosophy in Schools Association of NSW Andrew Costantino

Visual Arts and Design Educators Association NSW Melanie Taylor

Professional Association Leadership Award  
Association Recipient
Careers Advisers Association of NSW & ACT Inc Tracy Ryan

Economics and Business Educators NSW Nicholas Ward

Geography Teachers Association NSW & ACT Dr Grant Kleeman

Geography Teachers Association NSW & ACT Katerina Stojanovski

ICT Educators NSW Karen Binns

ICT Educators NSW Martin Levins

Legal Studies Association of NSW Jennifer Venhuizen

Marine Teachers Association of NSW Rodney McRobie

Orff-Schulwerk Association of NSW Michelle Rollins

Society and Culture Association of NSW Louise Dark

Rural and Remote Education Advocate Award 
Association Recipient
Economics and Business Educators NSW Dr Wendy Mockler-Giles

Educators of Deaf Students Association NSW Donna Rees

English Teachers Association NSW Paul Grover

Geography Teachers Association NSW & ACT Michael Da Roza

ICT Educators NSW Rebecca Keough

Legal Studies Association of NSW Louise Woods
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